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As a rule, there is no treatment for animals suffering from the effects of plant poisoning. The only exception is in the case of loco poisoning of cattle. If animals were well fed and cared for, plant poisonings would be rare.
A short description of some of the more common poisonous plants that may injure cattle follows. Most eastern and many western farmers will fail to recall any except prussic acid, cockle-bur, snakeroot or water-hemlock. The common weeds poisonous to other live-stock are discussed in their respective sections. In some cases the plants discussed here are poisonous to other stock as well.
Whenever plant poisoning is suspected, it would be best to check up on the other poison possibilities such as lead, common salt, arsenic used in sprays and weed-killers, or some unusual contagious disease not ordinarily encountered in the particular territory. It is easy to call a disease plant poisoning when one is at a loss to attribute it to anything else. Plant poisonings are rare in the eastern and central states.
If in doubt as to the identity of a certain weed, a sample, if possible the whole plant, should be sent to the botany department of a state agricultural college. An examination will usually be made free of charge. It is difficult to identify some plants without the entire stalk, roots, leaves, and flowers. The plant should be wrapped in several thicknesses of moist paper, packed in a pasteboard box, and mailed by special delivery. One should send a full description of the conditions under which the plant grows and the symptoms shown by the sick animals.
Ergot
Ergot is a fungus or parasite which attaches itself to seeds. Ergot poisoning occurs through eating cereals which contain the fungus. It frequently develops on grasses grown on rich soil and is said to be more common in hot damp seasons. While it may affect redtop and oats, it is more